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2010 SPRING MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT


        NORTHEAST SECTION – AIPG

                    Wednesday, May 12, 2010

                           Liberty State Park

                         Interpretative Center

                           Jersey City, New Jersey
              OPEN TO ALL AIPG MEMBERS

                                                       AND OTHER INTERESTED SCIENTISTS

The Northeast Section of AIPG invites all members and their guests to attend a presentation and tour by Dr. Frank Gallagher (NJ Department of Environmental Protection and Rutgers University) of the ecological and environmental restoration activities within a 40-acre parcel at Liberty State Park.  Dr. Gallagher will describe the processes by which the former Jersey Central Rail Yards, which sit atop highly contaminated soils, have been converted into a fully functioning and recovering eco-system. Following the technical presentation, Dr. Gallagher will lead a walking tour of the restored area, pointing out the special adaptations that flora and fauna have made in order to survive and thrive in this unique urban setting. 

Liberty State Park is a green oasis in the middle of metropolitan northern New Jersey. With the Manhattan skyline, the Statue of Liberty, and Ellis Island as a spectacular backdrop, Liberty State Park is one of the state's most dramatic parks. The Interpretive Center at Liberty State Park is an environmental and historical education facility located on Freedom Way.  Open year-round, the Center features exhibits focusing on the natural history and ecology of the Hudson River Estuary and offers programs for school and community groups and the general public. The historic Central Railroad of New Jersey Terminal (CRRNJ), a grand setting for much of New Jersey's transportation history in the Northeast, sits prominently at the north end of the park. A two-mile promenade, Liberty Walk, links a picnic area, Interpretive Center, and the CRRNJ Terminal, while presenting visitors with a sweeping view of the Hudson River.

Source for much of the text, pictures, and map was http://www.state.nj.us/dep/parksandforests/parks/liberty.html

SCHEDULE

1:00PM – 3:00PM
Executive Committee Meeting in the auditorium at the Liberty State Park Interpretative Center.  All AIPG members are invited to attend. 

3:30PM – 5:00PM
Meet outside the Interpretative Center to begin guided tour of the restored area.  Tour involves walking approximately 1.3 miles along asphalt-paved pathways, regardless of weather.  Frequent stops will be made to explain the recovering ecology and environmental restoration activities.  Tour will be followed by a talk in the Interpretative Center by Dr. Gallagher. 

5:00PM – 6: 00PM 
Social Hour (cash bar) in the 3rd Floor Exhibit Area.

6:00PM – 8:00PM
Dinner at Casa Dante, 732 Newark Avenue; Jersey City, NJ (201-795-2750)

…..…….………….……………..…………………..Cut-Here…………………….………………….…………………

Yes!  I (we) plan to attend the Liberty State Park tour on Wednesday, May 12, 2010.  I have enclosed my check for $40 per person, which includes dinner.

Name(s):__________________________________________; ___________________________________________

(Please print clearly)

Walk-ins are welcome and can be accommodated; however, we need to give the restaurant a count of the number of people who plan to attend.   Please return this registration form with your check on or before May 5, 2010.  Make your check payable to NE-AIPG and send it to: 
Mr. Bob Blauvelt, CPG

EWMA

100 Misty Lane

PO Box 5430

Parsippany, NJ  07054
Directions to Liberty State Park Interpretative Center

1. Take NJ Turnpike to exit 14B Jersey City.  

2. Follow the signs to Liberty State Park.  

3. Once inside the Park, follow signs to the Interpretative Center.        

GPS Coordinates: DMS 40° 42’ 35.46” N 74° 03' 05.40" W.   Mailing Address for Liberty State Park: 311 Morris Pesin Drive (recently renamed 1 Audrey Zapp Drive); Jersey City, NJ 07305; (201) 915-3440

Parking

Ample parking is available at the Interpretative Center.  However, while there is a parking lot at the restaurant, space is limited and street parking is very competitive. We strongly urge attendees to consider car-pooling from the Interpretative Center, which is approximately four miles from the restaurant. 
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