
NE Section – AIPG

Executive Committee Meeting

Wednesday, May 20, 2009

Offices of URS Corporation – New York

5 Penn Plaza, 15th Floor

New York, NY

I. Call to Order:  1320 hours

Attendees: Bob Blauvelt, Mike Greenman, Dan St. Germain, Laurie Scheuing, Kurt Stokes, George Tyers, Craig Werle, Sam Gowan, Bill Prehoda, and members Paul Rotondia, Cheryl Neary, and Ivy Olberding; Bob Stewart and Dick Young by phone; minutes by W. Thomas West

II. Secretary’s Report:

The draft March Secretary’s Report was circulated by email prior to the meeting; several comments were received and incorporated in response to the email distribution.  It was agreed that the draft Secretary’s Report will be held open until Friday (5/29), then finalized and distributed to Bill Prehoda and Mike Greenman for publication in the newsletter and Section website, respectively.  A motion was made to finalize the March meeting minutes pending additional comments received through 5/29, the motion was seconded, there was no further discussion, and the motion was approved by Executive Committee vote.

III. Treasurer Report:

The May 15th Treasurer’s Report was circulated, reviewed and discussed.  Bob Blauvelt has agreed to follow-up with First Union Bank in an effort to eliminate the monthly service charge that we are charged on the Section account.  A motion was made to accept the Treasurer’s Report, the motion was seconded, there was no further discussion, and the motion was approved by Executive Committee vote.

IV. Correspondence:

· AIPG National e-ballot:  The Executive Committee discussed the e-ballot voting that was circulated for the 2010 National Executive Committee.  The Section urged all members to vote; the deadline for voting is through August 15th.
· Transmittal of the Section’s Statement of Income and Expenses for 2008:  The treasurer (Bob B.) has submitted documentation to National regarding the Section’s income and expenses for 2008.  A brief discussion was held concerning potentially auditing the Section’s account using an outside auditor; National has their account audited every other year.  Further discussion regarding potentially auditing the Section accounts was deferred as a new business item for discussion during the July Executive Committee meeting.

V. Old Business:

· 2009 NE/GSA Meeting:  Bob Stewart attended the 2009 NE/GSA meeting in Portland on March 22-24, 2009.  At the last minute, Bob was notified that booth space had become available, and he pulled out the stops out to attend the event on behalf of the NE Section.  According to Bob S., the booth location was good, and the meeting was well attended (~1,500 attendees).  Tim Stone (CPG 7282) also attended the meeting and assisted Bob S. with setting up the booth and meeting students.  During the two days that Bob S. attended, he was successful in enrolling 39 new student members (Congratulations Bob!).  Many of the students expressed interest in professional opportunities outside of academia.  Bob S. is currently pursuing the joint SE/NE GSA meeting scheduled to be held in Baltimore, MD (3/13-16, 2010) and Bob S. indicated that he is considering potentially presenting a technical session on professional career opportunities, based on the feedback from his discussions with the students at the Portland meeting.  

· Newsletter Update:  Dick Young provided a summary of the advertiser revenue received to date and indicated that all current advertisers have paid for the 2009 publishing period.

· Renewal of ATGMSF:  The Section needs to annually renew the non-profit status of the Angelo Tagliacozzo Memorial Geological Scholarship Trust Fund.  According to Bob B, the annual cost of renewal is $25, and Bob B, as Section Treasurer will complete the renewal application.

· Budget for Section Treasurer:  As an offshoot of the discussions on the Treasurer Report, a suggestion was made to have Bob B. review past yearly treasurer statements and to draft a preliminary Section budget for the remainder of 2009 and 2010.  Bob B. agreed to prepare and distribute a draft Section budget for the September Ex-Com meeting.

VI. New Business:

· Fall Meeting:  The fall meeting is tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, October 14, 2009 at the Peabody Museum in New Haven, CT.  Tom West agreed to touch base with former staff at Leggette Brashears & Graham to see if they could assist in making arrangements for the meeting; LBG staff had made a significant showing/contribution during the Spring meeting held at the Peabody Museum in 2006.  Kurt S. also agreed to check with Dennis M. about possibly honoring Jonathan Bass during the meeting, since Jonathan was instrumental in coordinating the Spring meeting event in 2006.  

· Pay Pal Account: Kurt S. was interested in exploring the option for increasing potential attendees at Section events by means of pre-payment with a Pay Pal Account.  Bob B. agreed to follow-up with National to determine if it would be possible to use National’s Pay Pal account as mechanism for collecting fees for our Section events. Bob B. will report his findings during the next Executive Committee meeting.  

· K Stokes’ attendance at the National Annual Meeting in October 2009:  The AIPG Annual meeting will be held in Grand Junction, Colorado on October 3-7, 2009.  Kurt agreed to look into the costs for attending the meeting, and will also look at what the Section had previously provided to cover past attendees costs.  

· Maintenance/Update of Section Webpage:  Mike Greenman provided a brief synopsis of the recent maintenance and updates to the Section’s webpage.  Mike G. has included the recent ATGM scholarship awards, has updated the list of newsletter advertisers, and is working to incorporate the meeting minutes in the website.  Mike G.  also indicated that he would like to re-vamp the website; Dan St. Germain had originally designed the website approximately 10 yrs. ago, and Mike G. believes that the website should updated to provide new features, enhanced content, and to make the site more user-friendly.  

· NYSCPG Steering Committee Meeting:  Sam Gowan provided a debrief update on the New York State Council of Professional Geologists.  Sam G. indicated that due to the chaos of the New York Legislature, there has been little progress on moving the geologic licensing bill forward in the New York Assembly; the bill is currently under review in the higher education committee.  One of the main challenges faced by the NYSCPG (besides getting traction in the Assembly) is the issue of dwindling membership.  The NYSCPG currently has only 75 members, and limited corporate sponsorship.  Sam G. and the NYSCPG Steering Committee are currently evaluating how to re-energize membership and support for the licensure bill within the geologic community.  

· Professional Breakfast Seminar in NYC:  Kurt S. opened a discussion regarding advertising and support for a breakfast seminar to be held at URS on June 23, 2009; the topic of the seminar is “NYS Soil Vapor Tenant Notification Laws”.  The seminar will be a joint presentation between URS, Marsh Insurance, and Garfunkel, Wild & Travis.  Kurt S. asked if AIPG wanted to act as a co-sponsor of the event or whether he could use the NE Section membership list to send notices out to NE Section.  After a brief discussion, the Executive Committee agreed that we would not co-sponsor the event, but could provide notice of the “free” seminar to the membership.  

VII. Meeting Adjournment: 1530 Hours
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