
NE SECTION – AIPG

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

Monday, March 9, 2009

Offices of Malcolm Pirnie, Inc.

Hazen Conference Room (first floor)

104 Corporate Park Drive

White Plains, New York

      I.
     Call to Order:  1600 hours

Attendees:  Dennis, McGrath, George Tyers, and Craig Werle; by Phone - Bob Blauvelt, Mike Greenman, Dennis McGrath, Laurie Scheuing, Bob Stewart, Kurtis Stokes, Dick Young; minutes by W. Thomas West.

II. Treasurer’s Report:  The March 2, 2009 Treasurer’s report was distributed to the Executive Committee members by B. Blauvelt prior to the meeting in electronic format.  After reviewing and discussing the treasurer’s report, a motion was made to approve the treasurer’s report.  The motion was seconded, there was no further discussion, and the March 2, 2009 treasurer’s report was approved by an Executive Committee vote.

III. Secretary’s Report:  The draft January 12, 2009 meeting minutes were reviewed; the minutes had been previously distributed by electronic mail prior to the meeting, and some minor comments were received and incorporated.  After reviewing the revised meeting minutes, there were no further proposed revisions, and a motion was made to accept the draft meeting minutes as final.  The motion was seconded, there was no further discussion, and the January 12, 2009 meeting minutes were approved as final by an Executive Committee vote.

IV. Correspondence:

· K. Stokes received an email from National requesting a current list of the Northeast Section officers and K. Stokes indicated that he had responded by providing a list of the current Northeast Section officers to National.

· K. Stokes received an email from National that provided a list of the Section’s unpaid members for 2009.  D. McGrath indicated that National will usually wait until late February before suspending a member’s benefits, and we generally receive a second notice from National in March that contained only limited number of unpaid member names.  Based on this input, K. Stokes agreed to wait until receiving the second, updated list from National of the unpaid members whose benefits have been suspended.  Once we receive the second updated list, then the Executive Committee can take measures to follow-up individually with the unpaid members.   

· K. Stokes received an email from National (dated Jan 20, 2009) which requested that the NE Section provide a statement of income and expenses for the year ending December 31, 2008.  B. Blauvelt agreed to follow-up with Arnie Schiffman (and D. Young) to quantify the Section’s expenses and income.  According to the email, the statement is due to National by the end of the first week of April.  According to D. Young, this request is typically handled by the Section Treasurer, and that the request is for tax purposes.  National obtains information from each Section, and then completes a single tax filing prepared and submitted by National.

· D. Young sent an email to B. Blauvelt (dated Jan 22, 2009) which summarized the Section’s newsletter advertising revenue, and the receivables were included in the March 2, 2009 treasurer’s report.  As of January 15, 2009, 57 advertisers had renewed their advertising space in the newsletter, and six additional advertisers had pledged to advertise but had not yet submitted payments.  D. Young also indicated that he was in discussions with several other new advertisers and was hopeful secure additional advertising commitments.

· The NE Section sent an email from the newsletter editor (B. Prehoda) to the Section members announcing Dr. Sam Gowan’s acceptance of the invitation to run for AIPG National president during the 2011 term.  

V. Old Business

Spring 2009 Meeting Arrangement:  Several potential options for the Spring meeting were discussed, including holding the meeting at either New York University or The Graduate Center for CUNY.  Although both venues provide a banquet room and catering, neither location offered speakers for the meeting and the Section would need to rely on invited speakers to establish a meeting theme.  Although both locations were attractive downtown locations, after discussing the potential reservation and catering costs, the Executive Committee agreed that neither location was currently affordable.  As a result, a third option for the Spring meeting was proposed; the Executive Committee meeting could be held at URS’s New York City offices, followed by a guided field trip of the geology of Central Park ending with a dinner meeting at a nearby restaurant.  This option offered a lower-cost alternative and K. Stokes agreed to reach out to Len Rexrode to provide assistance in identifying a good restaurant that was nearby that also had a meeting room.  Craig Werle, Bob Stewart and Mike Greenman agreed to contact Professor Hanson of Stony Brook, Professor Leveson of Brooklyn University, and Professor Merguerian of Hostra University (who have all published guided field tours of the geology of Central Park) to identify and confirm whether any of the professors would be available and willing to provide a guided tour for the meeting.  Once the details of the meeting had been confirmed, the meeting announcement would be added as an insert in the Spring Newsletter; the deadline for publishing the meeting announcement insert is early April 2009.    

VI. New Business

· 2009 NE/GSA Meeting in Portland, ME, March 22-24 update:  Unfortunately, the deadline for reserving an exhibitor booth elapsed and the Section did not obtain a reserved booth space; we were reportedly number four on the waiting list of exhibitors. As a result, B. Stewart indicated that he would likely not attend the meeting on behalf of the Northeast Section.  However, B. Stewart indicated that he is already working on reserving exhibition space for the 2010 GSA meeting, which will be a joint NE and SE GSA section meeting in Baltimore, Maryland. 

· ATMGSTF Update:   D. McGrath provided an overview and summary of the Scholarship Committee’s review of the 16 scholarship applicants that were received for the 2008-2009 academic year.  The applicants, their attributes, and the scholarship committee’s evaluation were presented and then discussed.  After the discussion, the Trustees of the Angelo Tagliacozzo Memorial Geologic Scholarship Trust fund (the Scholarship Trustees include the NE Section officers) presented a motion to accept the recommendation of the Scholarship Committee (applicants and award amounts).  The motion was seconded, there was no further discussion, and the motion to accept the recommendation of the Scholarship Committed was approved by a trustee vote.  

As presented by the Scholarship Committee and approved by the Scholarship Trustees, the 2008-2009 Academic Year Scholarship awards include:

Joel Doyon

S. Connecticut State University

$2,000

Michael O’Connor
St. Lawrence University

$1,000

Emily Estes

Wellesley College 


$1,000

Michael DeVasto
SUNY – Oneonta


$1,000

Bryan Freeman
Castleton State College


$1,000

After the Scholarship Trustees voted to accept the recommendation of the Scholarship Committee, the Executive Committee discussed possible funding options for the scholarships.  B Blauvelt recommended using the available funds in the Scholarships checking account (First Union) to award the 2009 scholarships.  A motion was made based on the recommendation, the motion was seconded, there was no further discussion, and the motion passed by Executive Committee vote.

· Discussion of Section Committees:  This topic was deferred until the next Executive Committee meeting.

· Discussion of Section By-Laws:  K. Stokes indicated that he would like to have a separate committee work offline to review and recommend any potential by-laws updates/revisions.  As a result of limited time, further discussion on the topic was differed to the next Executive Committee meeting.

· Update/Review of the Section’s Directory on the Webpage:  The current directory link on the section website provides an undated list of student members, members and Certified Professional Geologists in a pdf format.  A recommendation was made to either delete the directory listing because it is outdated, or to provide a link in our website to the National website directory.

· Maintenance/Update of Section Webpage:  The Executive Committee agreed that is it critical to keep the website updated, and to routinely post Section meeting minutes and other announcements on the website in a timely fashion.  We all agreed that it was the Executive Committee’s responsibility to continue to keep Mike Greenman, the Section webmaster, updated and informed with new information for posting.  

VII.   Adjournment – 1825 hours.
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